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BOMBAY ACT No. XV OF 1920.* 

[The City of Bombay Primary Education Aot, 1920.] 

[13th December 1920] 

Adapted and modified by tbe Adaptation of Indian Lawn Older in Council. 
Amended by Bom. 8 of 1950. 

Adapted and modified by the Adaptation of Lav's Order, 1960. 

Amended by Bom. 48 of 1950. 


Boa. 
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An Act to provida for ihs extension of primary education in *[6rea4er Bombay]. 

Whereas it is ex pedie nt to provide for the extension of primary education in 
^Greater Bombay] ; It is hereby enacted as follows : 

1. (J) This Act may be called the City of Bombay Primary Education Act, 1920. Short title. 

(2) It extends only to *[Grcafcer Bombay]. • ; . _ , 

(3) It shall be construed as part of and supplementary to the City of Bombay 
^ Municipal Act, 1888, hereinafter called “ the principal Act ”. 

2. In t b* g Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context — Definition*. 

(/) to “ attend ” a recognized primary school means to be present for 

instruction at such school on such days and at such time or times on each day as 
may be required by the ^[Education Committee] With the approval of the 
prescribed educational authority ; 

(2) “ child ” means a child whose age is not Icbs than six and not more than 

eleven years; . . , 

(3) “ parent ” includes a guardian and any person who lias the actual 

custody of a child ; . 

(4) “ prescribed ” means prescribed by rules - made by the *[ 5 [State] 
Government under this Act ; 

(5) “ primary education M means such education as is for the time being 
recognized as such by the 4 [ *[State] Government] ; 

(3) “ recognized primary school ” means a school (or a department of a school) 
iu which instruction in primary education is given and which is for the time being 
recognized by tbe prescribed educational authority ; 

«[(7) “ Education Committee ” means a committee appointed under section 
50H of the principal Act.] 

3 (/) The Corporation may with the previous sanction of the 4 [ *[State] law of 

Government] declare by notification that the primary education of bop or of girls 
or of children of both sex< s shall be compulsory in *[Gre ater Bombay] or in any ward prj j^ 
or part of a ward thereof from a date to be mentioned in tbe notification : provided 
that, where a notification has been issued under this section with reference to «o«upul»My. 
children of one s, x only, the Corporation may with the like, sanction issue 
a subsequent notification with reference to children of the other sex. 

(2) A notification under this section shall be published in the Gazette] 

and shall be posted at the municipal office and at such other places, if any, as the 
Corporation shall deem necessary. . 




* For Statement of Object* and Reasons, set Bombay Government GasetU, 19M, Fart V, j 
for Report of Select Committee, see ibid., 1920. Pan V, page 754 (a) ; and for Proceeding* • 

*uj 1920 Part V (46 and 9(8. 
t These words were substituted for the original by Bom. 17 of 1945, * 

• These words were substituted for the words “ School's Committee by Bom. 4>9 of l(Wr». 81* 

4 ThTwords « Provincial Government " were substituted for the words Govemor m Council 

PRwiwial ” by the Adaptation of lav* 0*d*r, 
* ^A^word^^* ^ void* “ Bombay Government QatetU" 
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1 These words were substituted for the words “ Schools' Committee ” by Bom, 4$ of I960, «. 82. 

1 The words “ Provincial Government ” were substituted for the words “ Governor in Oomdl 1 * 
by the Adaptation of Indian Laws Order in Council. 

1 This word was substituted for the word " Provincial M by the Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. . 

4 The words u Official Cfa&tto ” were substituted for the words “ Bombay Government Chut# s s, t 
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(2) No court shall take cognizance of an offence under this section ex cept on the 
complaint of the [Education Committee} , and before making any* complaint und e r 
this section against any person, the ’[Education Committee] shall, unlaw moh 
person has previously been convicted under this section in respect of the mam 
child, cause a warning to be given to sucb person. 

12. A complaint to a magistrate under section 10 or section 11 may be made on ‘{Sdea.tioi 
bebalf of the ’[Education Committee] by sucb person as may be authori sed by t- h^ ^ 0 **”***— 1 
committee in this behalf. * **7 


13. [Taxation for the. purposes of this Act.] Repealed by Bom. 48 of 1950, s. 83. 

14. Where a notification under section 3 is in force in any ward or part 
of a ward, no fee shall be charged in any municipal school in respect of the primar y 
education of any child of the sex specified in such notification whose age does not 
exceed eleven years. 

15. The ®[ ’[State] Government] may by notification in the \Ojfdal Gazette] 
exempt any particular class or community from the operation of this A rt 
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16. If in the opinion of the 2 [ ®[Statej Government], the Corporation have wiu>drai»J 
made default in any of the requirements of this Act, after giving the Corporation an of notified 
opportunity of fur n i s h in g an explanation the *[ ’[State] Government] may by^*?? 
notification in the *[Ojfi,ctal Gazette} cancel any notification which has been formed 

under section 3, 

17. [ Fittes to be credited to Corporation.} Omitted by the Adaptation of Indian 
Laws Order in Council. 


18. (1) The *[ ^[State] Government], may by notification in the ^OJldal Rake. 
Gazette] make rules for the purposes of this Act. 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing 
provision, such rules may be made — 

(a) prescribing the educational authority by whom the, duties imposed by 
section 2, sub-sections (!) and (6), shall be performed ; 

(b) prescribing the manner in which application may be made for sanction to 
issue a notification under section 3 ; 

(c) determining generally what shall be considered to be adequate provision 
for free and compulsory primary education under section 4 ; 

(d) requiring the Corporation to prepare and. publish a register of children 
liable for compulsory primary education in the municipal district ; and 

(e) when the 5 [ *[State] Government] determine to share the cost of 
providing free and compulsory primary education, specifying the extent to which 
the cost thereof shall be borne by the *[ ’[State] Government], 

19-20. [Amendments made by sections 19 and 20 have been incorporated in 
Bom , HI <f 1888.] 



